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IAOS Future Challenges and Possible Responses:
Building the Global Network of Friends of Official Statistics
Globalisation with the increasing demand for independent, high quality and relevant statistics on the one hand, as well as the reduction of the resources for official statistics on the other hand, present new challenges for the future development of the IAOS. The IAOS may need to reconsider its original objectives and current tasks, in order to work in the new contexts. 

In responding to the new challenges, the need for an adjusted communication strategy seems to be one of the priorities. Networking and cooperation are at the core of the IAOS mission, while the use of interactive ICT tools offers new modes of co-operation and knowledge transfer. 

A second important activity lies in strengthening its role as a promoter and supporter of the independence, integrity and accountability of official statistics. There are also several governance issues like leadership of NSIs, co-operation within the ISI and with the other sections as well as the organisation of IAOS’s own work, as there is room for improvement there as well. Because the work of the members is performed entirely on a voluntary basis, the help of the ISI Permanent Office is both very welcome and indispensable. 

All these activities will hopefully lead to attracting new members in the work of the IAOS (and the ISI) and to successful fulfilment of its mission in a new context.
Irena Križman
IAOS President

IAOS and National Statistics Institute (INE) of Chile are pleased to invite you to the 

IAOS/Scorus Conference on 

 Official statistics and the environment: approaches, issues, challenges and linkages

20 to 22 October 2010, Santiago, Chile

The theme of the conference is environment in its broader sense. How can statistics measure the impacts of different strategies and policies which have the effect on the environment and life of the people? 

The host of the conference will be INE Chile. The work will be organised in 2 Plenary Sessions, 3 Panel Discussions and 5 Parallel Sessions – invited and contributed papers. The majority of chairs and organisers for the invited paper sessions are already confirmed. The chair of the conference programme committee is Peter Harper, Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

At the end of June the conference web page was launched in English and Spanish language.

http://www.ine.cl/iaos2010/eng/index.html, http://www.ine.cl/iaos2010/esp/index.html
The Promotional leaflet for the conference was also prepared. The promotion of the conference with leaflets, posters, promotional film and presentation of IAOS 2010 Conference received a good response at the 57th Session of ISI in Durban, South Africa. At the meeting of the IAOS 2010 Conference Programme Committee the deadlines for the abstract and final paper submission were decided. The call for papers will be launched by the end of September, the abstract closing date is 15 November 2009 and paper submission deadline is 31 March 2010.

Contact mail addresses:

Scientific programme:

iaos2010.surs@gov.si
Local organisation committee: 

iaos2010@ine.cl
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CALL FOR PAPERS for two SPECIAL ISSUES

1.  Reshaping health statistics

The field of health statistics has lagged behind other areas of statistics, particularly in relation to reliable, timely, core information on health for use within countries and for cross-national comparisons.  One reason for this is that health and health systems are extremely complex, and health is as much a social as a biologic phenomenon.  Many activities are currently underway to reshape and improve the quality and comparability of health statistics worldwide.  Motivated by the 2008 IAOS conference in Shanghai on the topic of reshaping official statistics, this special issue will bring together papers that focus on contemporary innovations in the collection and dissemination of official health statistics.  We invite submission of such papers on topics including but not limited to the following:

· Health data registries

· Administrative health data

· Linkage of health survey data to administrative records

· Electronic health records

· Collection of biomarkers in surveys

· Use of the Internet for health data collection

· Meeting the data needs of health policy makers

· Facilitating health data use  while maintaining confidentiality

· Coverage of multiple sources and types of health care data

· Progress toward international comparability of health data

Submitted papers should be in the usual format and style of SJIAOS papers; follow the Instructions to authors on the inside back cover of paper versions of SJIAOS, or scroll down to Submission of Manuscripts on the home page of SJIAOS, or go to:

http://www.iospress.nl/html/18747655_ita.html.

Papers will be refereed.  Do not submit papers that have previously been published or accepted for publication in refereed publications.  Papers as submitted should be no longer than about 30 pages, using double spacing and including tables and figures.  The closing time for submission is March 31, 2010.

Submit papers to Dr. Jane F. Gentleman, National Center for Health Statistics, 3311 Toledo Road, Hyattsville, Maryland, United States 20782-2003.  E-mail: JGentleman@cdc.gov.  Telephone: 301-458-4233.

2. Statistical Ethics and Official Statistics 

The Statistical Journal of the International Association of Official Statistics (SJIAOS) is pleased to announce a forthcoming special issue focused on the topic, “Statistical Ethics and Official Statistics.”  The editor for this special issue is William Seltzer (seltzer@fordham.edu). 

We are pleased to invite IAOS members and others to submit papers on this broad topic by 31 December 2009 for consideration for publication in this special issue of SJIOAS.  All papers will be refereed.  To give prospective authors some guidance on the kinds of papers the editor is particularly looking for we have prepared the following summary of highly relevant issues and approaches.  However, prospective authors are not necessarily limited to the topics identified here as long as the papers they submit are directly relevant to the theme of the special issue, “Statistical Ethics and Official Statistics.”

Both the ISI Declaration of Processional Ethics and the UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics imply certain ethical obligations for those working in government statistical programs and agencies, as do the ethics documented adopted by a number of national professional associations or unions of statistical workers.  The range of issues addressed in these documents is a primary emphasis of the special issue of SJIAOS along with those real life ethical challenges that are not yet widely embodied in the various ethics statements now available.

Among the important topics that could be covered are:

       How to balance considerations related to ethics, science, cost, and user needs in the work of a national statistical agency;
       Ethical implications of the national statistical system using a long-outdated methodology in the collection or analysis of official statistics;
        An evaluation of the work of a national statistical office or of a leading NSO director from an ethical perspective;
       Efforts by those in or outside the national statistical system to undermine (or strengthen) the system’s professional integrity and independence;
       Legal and technical safeguards, 
Individual papers may take many forms.  These include:

       a discussion of the ethical principles involved in some issue or set of issues, including dealing with possible conflicting guidance provided by different ethical principles, as well as conflicts in official statistics arising between legal requirements and ethical principles or between scientific priorities and ethical principles;
 
        a recounting of an event or set of events that provide an illustration of how an ethical problem in official statistics was successfully addressed or, on the other hand, how ethical considerations were seemingly ignored or flouted by the staff or management of a statistical program or agency or by the political authorities;
         A discussion of mechanisms and approaches, particularly those involving real life examples, that can strengthen the ability of staff and managers of government statistical programs and agencies to deal with ethical challenges, including the possible roles that different stakeholders in the statistical system (for example, data users, data providers, journalists, legislators, national, regional, or international professional association, or NGOs or international agencies) can play in promoting the successful resolution of an ethical challenge.
Again, prospective authors are not limited to the topics or approaches identified as long as the proposed paper is directly relevant to the theme of this special issue of SJIAOS.  Thus papers of a purely methodological character or those primarily presenting a specific data analysis or dealing primarily with other important issues in official statistics would not be suitable for submission.  Priority will be given to papers less than 25 pages in length (double spaced in 12 point type).  Detailed instructions for manuscript preparation can be found at http://www.iospress.nl/html/18747655_ita.html.  

Papers should be submitted to the Editor of the Special Issue as a Word or Word Perfect document attached to a covering email sent to seltzer@fordham.edu prior to the December 31, 2009 deadline.  Prospective authors are invited to contact the editor at the same email address with any questions they may have about the Special Issue or their contemplated submission.  All correspondence and submissions should have Statistical Journal of the IAOS in the subject line

























