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IAOS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AUGUST 2013

REPORT ON SCORUS Activities – 2011-2013
1. Conferences, meetings

1.1. 2011, August 21-26 – ISI in Dublin

SCORUS had one session – organised by Dev Virdee (IPS 031 – Recession and Recovery – measuring the impact and situation in cities, neighbouring areas and regions within countries).
1.2. 2011, August 27-29 – SCORUS satellite meeting in Limavady 

Main target of this meeting was talking about SCORUS future: “Future of regional and city statistics from the point of view of cities, city networks involving also national statistical offices and universities/academia, international organisations as ISI and IAOS, Eurostat, OECD, UN, World Bank,….” Several activities for future period were identified – incl. the new SCORUS website development, establishing a list of SCORUS friends etc.
1.3. 2012, September 12-14 – IAOS Conference in Kiev

SCORUS organized a parallel track of five sessions. The sessions were well attended overall with good discussions following the presentations.  
1.4. 2012, September 14 – SCORUS General Assembly

To reduce travelling costs, the SCORUS General Assembly was organised after the IAOS Conference in Kiev. 
1.5. 2013, June 4-5, SCORUS conference in Brussels 

40 participants discussed 4 main topics:

1. Cities and metro regions – informing urban and regional development policies

2. Monitoring structural differences and changes in the quality of life in European cities

3. Combining sample surveys and secondary data to support targeted regional policies
4. New challenges and opportunities in communicating regional and urban statistics

1.6. 2013, August 25-30 -  ISI 2013 World Statistics Congress (WSC) in Hong Kong
SCORUS proposed invited paper session has been confirmed. Stephen Leung has organized a session, “GIS and Census,” and four speakers have been invited. A special topic session proposed and organized by Asta Manninen “Open data and statistics with special focus on urban and regional statistics” was included into the Congress program. 

1.7. 2013, September 2-3 -  SCORUS Satellite meeting in Guangzhou
A satellite meeting is being organized jointly with the China Statistical Society. This will be a 1.5 days meeting in Guangzhou, China. In addition to a keynote presentation by the China National Bureau of Statistics, there will be four sessions focusing on the role of statistics in urbanization:
· Measurement of degree and quality of urbanization
· Municipal statistics to satisfy local information needs

· Impact of urbanization on regional development

· Housing and housing price statistics

2. SCORUS as an integral part of IAOS

SCORUS continues to work with IAOS to develop a strong working relationship. The Chair of SCORUS attends the regular meetings of the IAOS Executive Committee (primarily teleconference). SCORUS has been asked to prepare a short report outlining their contributions to the activities of SCORUS. SCORUS will continue working with IAOS and participating in its biennial conference. 
3. Financing

IAOS provided EUR 1000 for 2012 and EUR 1000 for 2013. SCORUS paid EUR 1000 to Statistical Office of Latvia for developing and maintaining the new SCORUS website in 2012 (payment was made in 2013. The SCORUS website maintained by the Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia requires sustained support of 1,000€/year. ).  There is also an identified need to attract new members through support for attendance at SCORUS conferences. 
4. New SCORUS Website

The new website (www.scorus.org) was launched at the end of 2012; it is maintained and updated by Statistical Office of Latvia. The website is very informative and provides amount of useful information both on upcoming events and past conferences etc.
5. Miscellaneous

5.1. Special edition of the Statistical Journal of the IAOS

SCORUS has offered to edit a special edition of the Statistical Journal of the IAOS on the topic “Urban and regional statistics and research.” The offer has been accepted by Frank Nolan (Editor-in-chief of the Journal at that time). This would involve approximately 10 articles covering around 85 pages. Asta Manninen and Derek Bond are current members of the Editorial Board. Asta Manninen will serve as the contact person for this special edition.

5.2. Information folder 

To disseminate information about SCORUS, an information folder was prepared and distributed to participants of the Working Party on Regional Statistics and Rural Development.
6. Committee Appointments
The SCORUS General Assembly (held in Kiev) nominated and recommended the following office bearers of the SCORUS management:

· Chairperson: Stephen Leung, 

· Vice Chairperson: Teodora Brandmüller, 

· Secretary: Wendy Thomas

· Treasurer: Petra Kuncová 

to be appointed by IAOS for the period of 2013-2015 at the biennial ISI conference held in Hong Kong.

There are SCORUS Regional Groups for Europe, Asia and United States. A key goal of the Regional Groups will be to encourage new IAOS membership.
Petra Kuncová
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