
IAOS Webinar
“Misuse of statistics: Time to speak out”

6 October 2020

PREVENTION OF MISUSE
LESSONS LEARNED IN ARGENTINA 

Hernán Daniel Muñoz - CEPEI
(former) National Director of Planning, Institutional and International Relations INDEC (2015-2019)

hernandanielmunoz@gmail.com @HDMunozARG



BACKGROUND
Political interference (2007-2015): 

ü Lack of credibility

ü Loss of leadership over the NSS

ü Institutional deterioration

Rebuilding process* (2016-2019): 

ü International reinsertion

ü Institutional transformation

ü Strengthening statistical infrastructure

ü Improvement of dissemination policies

* “Rebuilding of the National Statistical System of Argentina. Lessons learned” (2020; Dupont J. & Muñoz H.) 
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International reinsertion
Restoration of the publication of indices

Relations with the 
international 
community

Recovery of trust

Integrated System of social, economic and environmental information, oriented 
towards demand, with intensive use of the ICTs and according to international 

norms

Institutional Transformation

Increase the Scope of Social Statistics Strengthen Economic Statistics

Bilateral 
Cooperation

Programs within 
UN System IADB Accession to  

OECD
Cooperation 

with IMF



W. Seltzer (UN, 1994) defined eleven modes of institutionally undermining an NSO. The political intervention in Argentina included all of them.

Undermining trust



FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE 4 

§ Campaigns to discredit 
§ False dilemmas (i.e. Inflation vs CPI)

§ Prevention in the use of 2007-2015 historical series

§ Controversies with national and provincial authorities

Prevention of misuse was “misused”Political interference
(2007-2015)

Speaking out was crucial for legitimacyRebuilding trust
(2015-2019)





CONCLUSIONS
§ Independence is a necessary condition to speak out

§ The more institutionally solid an NSO is, the more chances for principle 4 
to be applied

§ NSO gains legitimacy by preventing misuse

§ Strong leadership is crucial to face controversies

§ Explain, explain, explain

§ Critical importance of International community
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